Youth Violence Indicators: Finalize Your List 
At this point in planning, you have formed a coalition, developed partnerships with organizations that can help you gain access to data, begun information sharing with partners, and selected a target community.  You should now have an idea of the youth violence data that currently exist in your community.  The purpose of this tool is to provide guidance on how to finalize your list of youth violence indicators.
This tool does not include all of the information you may need to examine risk and protective factors or track the implementation of future interventions. Future tools will more fully address these issues.


Real Case Example: Houston Tackles Monitoring Youth Violence at Multiple Levels

While every community has unique challenges and strengths that will need to be considered, let’s take a look at one community’s solution to developing a list of youth violence indicators to monitor youth violence. 
 
In 1996, the Houston Department of Health and Human Services spearheaded an effort in collaboration with the local school district and two community-based organizations to develop a peer and community leader program to address youth violence.  They were interested in violence at multiple levels, including participation of peer leaders, other same-age peers, the intervention schools, and the attendance zones. Their data collection consisted of surveys, interviews, observations, reviews of school and police records, and vital statistics data. Table A provides a list of youth violence indicators they used.  As shown, the Houston group used over 20 indicators to monitor youth violence. These data matched onto the group’s interest in violence at multiple levels and was also able to capture violence that occurred outside of school. 

For further information on the work of this and other groups interested in preventing violence see: Powell KE, Hawkins DF. Youth violence prevention: descriptions and baseline data from 13 evaluation projects. American Journal of Preventive Medicine 1996;12(5 Suppl).

Table A. List of Youth Violence Indicators used by Houston in 1996
 
	Data source
	Frequency of collection
	Description of data

	Self-administered peer survey
	Baseline and annually (for three years)
	Attitudes about violence prevention; fighting; problem solving

	Self-administered grade cohort survey
	Baseline and annually (for three years)
	Involvement in fights, assaults, victimization, carrying and use of weapons, gang membership

	Telephone survey of 1,000 households
	Baseline and annually (for three years)
	Involvement in fights, assaults, victimization, carrying and use of weapons, gang membership, perceptions about neighborhood

	Police records about middle school attendance zones
	Baseline and annually (for three years)
	Number of arrests for violence crime (murder, rape, robbery, assault)

	School records
	Baseline and annually (for three years)
	Disciplinary actions (suspensions, punishment, expulsions, referrals to the police), number of injuries due to violence

	Vital statistics
	Baseline and annually (for three years)
	Homicide rates by method




Youth Violence Indicator Checklist

Below is a checklist that is designed to help you confirm that you have all the data you need to effectively monitor youth violence in your community. 

Check all that apply with your current list of youth violence indicators. 
 
· Your data cover diverse forms of violence.
· Your data span the follow domains: 
· Physical violence, including assaults with and without weapons
· Sexual violence
· Harassment/ bullying
· Your data measure violence-related:
· Deaths
· Injuries 
· Behaviors
· You have multiple sources of data (see Table B for examples)
· Your data include information from more than one sector or data source. For instance, your data sources include public health, school administrative, and criminal justice data.
· Your data include qualitative data, such as stakeholder interviews, focus groups, or opinion surveys, in addition to quantitative data. 
· You have relevant data.
· Your data assess behaviors or problems your community is most interested in changing.
· Your data assess emerging areas of interest that may become relevant to your community. For example, you might find that teen dating violence, bullying, or gang violence may be an emerging concern in your community. 
· Your youth violence indicators are valid and reliable. 
· Your data measure what they intend to measure.
· Your data are stable and consistent. For example, your indicator would provide the same results under consistent conditions and what you are measuring will not change due to chance factors or some other aspect of your community landscape, such as reporting practices varying by agency staff changes.  
· Your data can be used to monitor patterns and changes in youth violence. 
· Your data can be used to show measureable change in behavioral patterns.  For example, your data could make you aware of major changes in youth violence patterns (e.g., spike in youth homicides or fighting in schools).
· Your data are collected routinely and will be available at multiple time-points that match your efforts. 
· You can use your data to make comparisons.  
· Your data can be compared with data from other communities or with data at the state- or national-level. 
    


Table B. Sources of Youth Violence Indicators
	
	Quantitative Indicators
	 Qualitative Indicators

	Criminal Justice and Public Safety
	-Police arrest and offense records
-Judicial records
-911 calls
-Percent of youth imprisoned for violent crime
-Other law enforcement: National Park Service records, college public safety, and tribal law enforcement.
	-Focus groups
-Opinion survey
-Stakeholder interviews

	Education
	-Annual or bi-annual surveys of all students, teachers, principals, and parents
-Administrative records (school disciplinary records, school nurse records)
-Peer Nomination

	-Focus groups
-Observation of classrooms or other school areas (e.g. playgrounds, hallways)
-Opinion survey
-Stakeholder interviews

	Public Health
	-Violence-related mortality from vital statistics
-Coroner and medical examiner reports on youth homicides
-Injuries or morbidity
   -Emergency room records
   -Inpatient discharge information
-Outpatient records from public or private clinics
-Emergency medical service (ambulance) records
-Surveys on risk and protective factors among youth
-Child fatality reviews
	-Focus groups
-Opinion survey
-Stakeholder interviews

	Other Resources
	-Use of community services related to youth violence (counseling)
-Neighborhood surveys about youth violence

	-Neighborhood meetings discussing youth violence
-Town hall meetings about youth violence
-Stakeholder interviews
-Focus groups with youth on violence
-Coalition meetings with key stakeholders about violence



Youth Violence Indicator Checklist Results
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We suggest that all communities aim to cover the six major content areas (in blue) in the course of their violence prevention planning.  However, your community may find that you have too few or many youth violence indicators. 

Does your community have too few youth violence indicators?

In using this checklist, some communities might find that their data does not cover all these content areas and that there are some important gaps in their existing information on youth violence.  If this describes your community, we recommend starting with the data you have available and aim to round out your youth violence indicator data over time. STRYVE Online has a list of data that are consistently collected at the national level and are sometimes available at the state or local level (see Youth Violence Indicator Table), which may help you easily get the data you need or give you ideas on new youth indicators you may want to collect.

Does your community have too many youth violence indicators?

The main challenge for some communities will be narrowing down their youth violence indicator list. For these communities, focusing on relevance, validity, and reliability may be most useful. Also, keep in mind that quality is more important than quantity when it comes to youth violence indicators.  



 

